
Welcome future Ravens!

Leadership through Action



Alonso High School
Class of 2024

✓ First IB Graduating Class!
✓ Highest Diploma Rate for an 

inaugural IB class in district history
✓ 250 College offers
✓ Extended over 1,694.270.00 in 

scholarship money!

Class of 2025

The year has just begun, and we 
already have  2 National Merit 
Scholars!



424  IB students

137 Freshmen
125 Sophomores
85 Juniors
67   Seniors
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Diverse community with over 40 home languages represented

Alonso is an “A” School 
Dedicated and experienced school counselor for IB Students



Alonso High School from its beginning has promoted 
“Leadership through Action”

Braulio Alonso was a 
respected 
administrator in 
Hillsborough County 
Schools who went on 
to fight for the right to 
education all over the 
world.

Every Friday we “Raise the Raven Flag” in 
honor of everyone who previously and 
currently are a part of the raven family.



Frequently Asked Question 

Can IB students take electives & be involved in sports?

Yes!!!!
IB students 

participate in 
every elective 

& 
every sport.

Did you know that Alonso is the only IB High School that offers German? 



Polled 93% of the current IB 
student body

◦ Band: 45 
◦ Orchestra: 23
◦ JROTC: 14
◦ Theater: 6 
◦ Sports: 116
◦ Clubs: 220
◦ Work: 54
◦ Add. Academic Elective: 94

IB Student 
Life and 
Perspective







Per Coach Hernandez (Girls Flag Football)
“No issues at all.  I've spoken with a few about it, and 
they said as long as they manage their time, they 
have no issues.  There is always something they would 
be doing so it's not like they are sacrificing.  Further, 
I've had parents tell me that sports help the kids feel 
more connected to other students and the school."



➢Colleges know you are ready to be successful
➢Rigorous college preparatory curriculum
➢You may be able to exempt specific courses
➢It gives you an edge over other graduates (admissions &  

scholarships



Earning 
college credits

Varies according to the 
institution and scores 
earned on exams. 



“USF will add 1 quality point for IB courses provided you 
earn a "C" or better. 
In USF's recalculated weighted GPA, every IB course has 
the ability to be a 5.0 on a 4.0 scale.”

-N. Miller, Admissions Recruiter Advisor-



Group 2: Language Acquisition
added to the high school diploma 

Gold Seal of Biliteracy by scoring a Level 5 or higher on 
the IB Language B exam

Silver Seal of Biliteracy by scoring a Level 4 on the IB 
Language B exam







Stanford University
Curiosity

◦ We want to see the kind of curiosity and enthusiasm that 
will allow you to spark a lively discussion in a freshman 
seminar and continue the conversation at a dinner table,”



Open-Mindedness
Respectfully consider different 
perspectives

Consideration of all arguments and ideas



University of Southern California (USC)
Successful Candidates:  

“They are interested in the world, in other 
peoples and cultures, and enjoy examining 
important issues from a global perspective.”



Journal of Personality and 
Social Psychology
University of Pennsylvania– 
A. Duckworth

Persistence
◦ Aka “grit”, “commitment”

◦ Facing academic challenges
◦ Persevere 

◦ Set goals

◦ Achieve goals



According to CollegeBoard (BigFuture)

Leadership
Willingness to 

take risks
Initiative

Sense of social 
responsibility

Commitment 
to service

Special talents 
or abilities



250 college admissions decision makers in 
Adobe’s 2019 Get Hired study…

Creativity
◦Creative thinking
◦Problem solving
◦Innovators
◦Entrepreneurs





IB diversifies a student’s portfolio for competitive 
college admissions

Focus on exams

Self-directed research

Community projects

Independent research skills

Time management



Let’s Look at the Money!!!



Let’s Look at the Money!!!



What is the IB Diploma Programme at Alonso?



◦ International Baccalaureate 
Organisation (IBO) in 
Switzerland

◦ Schools must be accredited, 
and teachers must be 
trained

◦ Internationally recognized 
school curriculum with a 
world-renowned IB diploma

◦ Provides an excellent 
foundation for higher 
education – professional 
careers

◦ ask challenging questions, 
critically reflect and to 
develop research skills



IBDP Schools
◦Alonso High School

◦Hillsborough High School

◦King High School

◦Robinson High School

◦Strawberry Crest High School



Why do universities/colleges like 
the IB Diploma Programme?

Shows students have challenged 
themselves

Shows students have a breadth of 
knowledge

Shows students are a well-rounded

Will top US universities/colleges 
will give credit for DP subjects

Depends on where you are 
applying





Breadth and 
depth in six 
subject areas:

• Group 1: Studies in Language 
and Literature

• Group 2: Language Acquisition

• Group 3: Individuals and 
societies

• Group 4: Sciences

• Group 5: Mathematics

• Group 6: The Arts



IB is not structured to play to your strongest suit 
but rather asks the students to extend  
themselves beyond their comfort zone. 

IB students are encouraged to be risk-takers 
and not be afraid of approaching uncertainties. 



Three Core 
Requirements

Creative, Action, Service hours (CAS)

Extended Essay (EE)

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

All students must receive a passing score in all core 
requirements to be eligible for the IB Diploma



       Zoned for Alonso

District transportation is available (outside of 2 
miles from the school per state statute) )

Zoned for another HS

Starting 2024-2025 academic year:

Use of 3 hubs to Alonso IB:

 Hill Middle

 Smith Middle

 Webb Middle





Eligibility

Successfully complete & 
passed Algebra 1 PRIOR to 
entering the 9th grade

Selection is academically 
competitive based on 
standardized test scores and 
GPA



Glen 
Besterfield, 

Ph.D
Dean of 

Admissions and 
Associate

VP of Student 
Success

 USF

“I honestly think if you can do it, IB is 
the best college-preparatory 
program in the world.”





Carrie Paynter
IB School Counselor
Alonso High School
carrie.paynter@hcps.net

X: @AlonsoGuidance

Elizabeth Morgan
IB DP Coordinator
Alonso High School
elizabeth.morgan@hcps.net

x: @AlonsoIBMagnet

Reach Out

mailto:diana.beauregard@hcps.net
mailto:yung.beauregard@hcps.net


The international Baccalaureate program has enlightened me on my academic 

strengths and weaknesses as my intelligence and work ethic are under constant 

evaluation. The rigor found in the program has led me to develop beneficial skills 

such as time management, critical thinking and personal engagement with my 

community.

-Madelyn Al cantata – Senior 23-24

I have been in band for 4 years and have loved every second of it. As an IB student, 

time management is key. I always make sure I have my homework done in advance 

of practices, football games, and performances. I use a planner to keep myself 

organized and make sure that I never miss a due date. I've been able to balance 

being in the highest band ensemble, being a band captain, and being an IB senior 

very well just by time managing.

-Lauren Reynolds – Senior 23-24



-"I like how our schedule is picked out for us. It removes the stress of having 

to pick all of your classes each year"- Chase Nelson – Junior 23-24

-"IB teaches us to be open-minded"- Juliana Perez  J- Junior 23-24

-"Our group is the same all four years so you develop a strong community"- 

Kate Baranova  Junior 23-24
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