July 7, 2020
Hello “Sailfish Families” I hope that you are
enjoying a relaxing, healthy, and safe summer.
As we reflect on the last school year, clearly
the 2019-2020 school year did not go as
planned but we survived due to relying on
each other for support and being resilient.
Nonetheless, we are anxiously preparing for the upcoming
2020-2021 school year and will be very vigilant in ensuring that
our year will be a journey of success! Our theme for the 20202021 school year is: “Charting the Course to an “A”! As we
chart the course towards academic achievement, it is imperative that we remain flexible as we move closer to the school
opening date of August 10, 2020. I am committed to remaining transparent as we receive direction from Superintendent
Davis as we adhere to the directives given by the Governor of
Florida. At our school site, we will be proactive in ensuring
that everyone practices social distancing, washes their hands
frequently, and follows the guidelines for safety as expressed
by the Centers for Disease Control. As we remain diligent
with the fight against Covid-19 we will communicate frequently and quickly when provided with pertinent information that
will affect our school to our “Sailfish Family.” Therefore, we
ask that you update your contact information immediately by
calling (813) 672-5338 during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.
Please take a few minutes to review our newsletter you will
find pertinent information regarding Open House, uniforms,
immunization, and other significant information that will ensure that your child is ready for the upcoming 2020-2021
school year! As always remain “Shields Strong”….See you on
August 10, 2020~ Principal Carr

~Our Vision~
At Beth Shields Middle School we will meet our students needs by
offering an equitable education to ALL our students as we ensure
student success each and everyday! Thereby being committed to
closing the achievement gap and ensuring that all students are productive, respectful citizens that are college and/or career bound.

~Follow Us~
Twitter: @HCPSShieldsMS

Our Open House will be

August 5, 2020. In an effort
to abide by social distancing
we will stagger our times according to grade levels and
will institute a curb side pick up of schedules. We
will also send you a letter after July 14, 2020 that has
your child’s schedule and transportation information. Please see the Open House Schedule below:

August 5, 2020
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
7th and 8th grade Schedule pick-up

3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
6th Grade Schedule pick-up
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UNIFORMS
Beth Shields Middle School is a mandatory uniform school because it helps
to build a positive culture and climate and aids in ensuring student’s safety.
Kannmar is our uniform vendor for this school year and parents may purchase uniforms online or throughout our curbside service on the following
dates.
We will be practicing social distancing for uniform sales therefore we ask
that you adhere to the following procedures:
1.

Upon arriving to Shields parents will remain their cars and will be
handed a shirt order form.

2.

Parents will remain in their cars and complete the order form. They will
hand the form to the vendors representative will process the payment,
give parents the order, and parents leaves the campus with the merchandise (No one leaves their car).

3.

For parents who are unsure of their child's size~ one parent and the
child will wait in the car while the vendor’s representative places the
shirts on the hood of the vehicle. Once the vendor’s representative steps
back, one adult and child may step out of the car and check the size at
the front of the hood of the vehicle. Once size is determined, both adult
and child will step back into their vehicle. and once inside the vehicle
the parent will complete the order form. Vendor’s representative will
collect both the form and the “try it” shirts, collect payment and complete transaction.

Shields Dress for Success!
Monday through Thursday— Students dress in the polo shirt of their grade
level designated color. Bottoms are the choice of the student and parent.
The bottoms must be appropriately fitting, fingertip length or longer for
skirts and shorts and have no holes or rips.
Friday— Students may choose to wear a Shields spirit shirt with the bottoms
of their choosing. The bottoms must be appropriately fitting, fingertip length
or longer for skirts and shorts and have no holes or rips.
Outerwear— Sweatshirts, jackets and sweaters shall be grade appropriate
color with the appropriate polo worn underneath it. Outerwear shall be free
of Anime graphics. Hoodies, hats, beanies or blankets are not allowed to be
worn on campus.
Shoes— Closed toed shoes, sneakers/tennis shoes and boots are all acceptable. Shoes should be secured at the back. Flip flops, slides or house are not
allowed to be worn on campus.
The Shields Dress for Success procedures assists in building a sense of community among our children. New students are able to quickly identify those
of their own grade level to help them make connections.
Additionally, this procedure allows for school personnel to quickly scan our
students to identify that each person belongs on our campus. This is one
way that we work to ensure the safety of our students while on campus.

Beth Shields Middle School is the
Districts very first Scholar Quest
school is designated as a Scholar
Quest Program. At Shields, we are
excited to offer our students accelerated course that
will broaden their knowledge and building problem
solving skills. This program is offered at the sixth
grade and extend to eighth grade building a strong
academic foundation for high school. Students enrolled in the program will be offered opportunities
to receive high school credit courses while in middle
school. The following courses will be offered, Algebra, Geometry, Foreign Language, Introduction to
Physical Science, and so many other courses. These
courses offer and extend learning in new and exciting ways. Our students will experience rigorous
content with opportunities to apply knowledge and
reasoning skills to solve real world problems.

As the Parent and Community Liaison,
let me take this opportunity to welcome
you to this new school year 2020-2021
and I am excited to be working with
you once again. Shields Middle School
is one of the schools in this county that is sheltered
under “Title One” umbrella. As a Title One school, we
are allocated additional funds to help close the learning deficits for our students. For this new-year, we will
experience having more parent trainings and information all related to your child’s success. We will find
ways to disseminate the information through a variety
of ways to make sure that you are informed and connected to what we do here and how you can assist
your children at home. We at Shields Middle School
take pride in involving our parents in their children’s
education and so we will work together to make your
children achieve their goals. Please free to contact me
at: Mary.Brown-Joseph@sdhc.k12.fl.us if you have any
questions.
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Immunizations
All Students Must Be In Compliance by August 10, 2020 in order to start school!
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Beth Shields Middle School 2020-2021 School Supplies List
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~Focusing on Academics~

Administration/Instructional Leaders
Brad Brooks | Assistant Principal for Curriculum and
School Epic Center Site

Theresah Williams| Assistant Principal for Administration
and 8th Grade

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! I
began my career here in Hillsborough
County and will be entering into my 16th
year with the District. I taught 8 years of
7/8 grade Science and am now entering
my 8th year as an administrator (fourth at
Shields MS). I obtained my B.A. from
Ohio University in Middle Childhood Education
(concentrations in Science & Social Studies). I then went on to
earn my M.A. in Educational Leadership from The University
of South Florida. I am excited to continue to bring a proactive
and team focused work-ethic to Shields MS to ensure WE
ALL continue our student-driven approach to education.
***
Contact Information:
813.672.5338 ext. 226
Brad.Brooks@sdhc.k12.fl.us

Greetings and salutations, welcome to
what’s going to be amazing 2020-2021
school year. It is my honor to formally introduce myself. My name is Theresa Williams your Assistant Principal of Administrations and 8th Grade AP. I’ve been
with the Hillsborough Country School district for 23 years ,15 years as an administrator and 2 years at
Shields . I am a graduate of the Illustrious Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University and the University of South Florida. I firmly believed, that “kids don’t care how much you
know, until they know how much you care.” I live by this
vision as an educator, and it is my duty to serve you. I look
forward to what this year has in store. We’re going to be
“Charting the Course to an A.” Please feel free to reach my
anytime at :

Miriam Duran | Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
| 7th Grade

Rebecca Goodman Assistant Principal for Affairs
| 6th Grade

I began my career as an English teacher in
Philadelphia, PA in 1998 where I worked at
a bilingual middle school, the same middle
school where I completed my student teaching. In 2004, I relocated to Florida to help
open up Shields. Prior to assuming my role
as an administrator, I devoted 22 years to classroom teaching
in a variety of grades and levels within middle schools and
high schools. I hold a Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education
from LaSalle University, a Master of Education from Gratz
College, and an Educational Leadership degree from National
Louis University. I aspire to guide students and teachers in
developing the skills to achieve maximum potential. This
year, we will continue to concentrate on the processes that
spur continuing advancement: evaluating what we have, determining what we can do to improve, and identifying what
we need to make those improvements.
***
Contact Information:
813.672.5338 ext. 231
Miriam.Duran@sdhc.k12.fl.us

***
Contact Information:
813.672.5338 ext. 267
Theresah.Williams@sdhc.k12.fl.us

Welcome to Shields Middle School where
caring adults assist students as they chart
their course to reach their goals, both short
and long term. My name is Rebecca Goodman and I am the assistant principal for 6th
grade. Although this is my first full year at
Shields, I have served as an educator for 22
years. Sixteen of these years have been as an administrator
in elementary and middle schools. I studied at Florida Atlantic University. As a mother, grandmother and educator I
know that we best ensure that all students reach their potential by being a united team. Please do not hesitate to
reach out to me at :
***
Contact Information:
813.672.5338 ext. 241
Rebecca.Goodman@sdhc.k12.fl.us
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Our Academic Coaches
Instructional/Math Coach: Cheryl Ferrell
Greetings! Welcome to the 2020-2021 School year! I am excited to be at Shields for the second year as the Math
Coach. My name is Mrs. Cheryl Ferrell and I have over 30 years of experience as a math teacher, math coach,
and district math coach. My experiences teaching math range from traditional to magnet, urban to suburban,
and middle/junior high school. Also, I have taught gifted, regular/advanced, and Algebra in the grades sixth
through eighth. I am a graduate of Florida State University and Nova Southeastern University. I am a native
Floridian moving from Chipley Florida to Tampa in 1989. I look forward to an amazing 2020-2021 school year. Contact Information: cheryl.ferrell@sdhc.k12.fl.us

Reading Coach: Jennifer Addis
Greetings! Welcome to another fabulous year at Shields Middle School. My name is Jennifer Addis and I am
proud to introduce myself as the Reading Instructional Coach at Shields. My 23 years in education has awarded
me the opportunity to serve students from grades 1-6 with a focus and passion in promoting literacy across disciplines. Although I am a native New Yorker, I moved to Florida in 1991 and attended the University of South
Florida, where I earned my Bachelor’s Degree in Education and then pursued my Reading Endorsement. My goal
is to build capacity among teachers, so we can meet the needs of our students by demonstrating best practices in daily instruction. I
look forward to a successful 2020-2021 school year ~Contact information: jennifer.addis@sdhc.k12.fl.us

ELA/Writing Coach: Philomina Exceus

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year at Shields Middle School. It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that I
take this time to introduce myself to you. My name is Mrs. Philomina Exceus and I graduated from the University
of South Florida where I obtained my Bachelor’s Degree in Education with a concentration in English. I have been
granted the great opportunity to continue with my 15 year of teaching at Shields as the Writing Coach /Subject
Area Leader and 8th grade ELA Teacher.
I can be reached anytime via email at: philomina.exceus@sdhc.k12.fl.us or phone:813.773.5650
Science Coach: Karen Johnson
Hello and welcome! I am thrilled to enter my 5th year at Shields Middle School and 32nd year as part of HCPS.
Growing up locally, I graduated from East Bay High School, received a B.S. Degree in Education from the University of South Florida and hold a Master’s Degree in
Educational Leadership and Administration. My passion
is to connect learners, through science concepts, to the world around them—to be a part of it, not apart from it. I
will be supporting our students and teachers as the Academic Coach, Subject Area Leader and 8th grade Science
teacher. My name is Ms. Karen Johnson and am always happy to support you in any way that I can. Please feel free to contact me at
Social Studies SAL/Coach: Brian Nickel
Hello and welcome to another great year at Shields Middle School! My name is Brian Nickel and I am excited to
serve as the Social Studies SAL/Coach. I graduated from the University of Florida with a B.A. in Anthropology
which has given me a deep love for history that I get to share with the students at Shields. Through social studies,
we strive to empower our students to read, write, and think critically by analyzing the past and learning how we
can shape the future. If you have any questions, I can be contacted at brian.nickel@sdhc.k12.fl.us and (813) 358-8821.
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~We Are ALL In This Together~
Student Support Services
School Psychologist
Mr. Christian Selega
Bio Coming Soon

School Social Worker: Danette Lyles
Hello and welcome to the 2020-2021 school year. My name is Danette Lyles and I find it an honor and privilege to
serve our Shields community. I received my BA from USF, MBA from Webster University, and my MSW from Walden University. I have been in education for 22 years, spending 16 years here at Shields. Families who are experiencing hardship and are in need of resources can contact me via email at Danette.lyles@sdhc.k12.fl.us or 813-672-5338
ext. 246.
ESE Specialist: Latoya Padgett
Hello and welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! My name is Latoya Padgett and I am the ESE Specialist at
Shields Middle School. I have been working for Hillsborough County Schools for 16 years, spending 6 years at
Shields. I have a BA from Albany State University and a Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction from University
of Phoenix. Please feel free to contact me via email at latoya.padgett@schc.k12.fl.us or 813-672—5338 ext. 261.

Parent Liaison~Mr. Modesto Rodriguez ~Bio Coming Soon
Contact information~modesto.rodriguiez@sdhc.k12.fl.us or (813) 672-5338 ext. 232

ELL Specialist~ Mrs. Liz Lopez~Bio Coming Soon
Contact information~liz.lopez@sdhclk12.fl.us
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~We Are ALL In This Together~
Student Support Services
8th Grade Guidance Counselor
Welcome to the Sailfish Family. My name is Mary Brown-Joseph and I am proud to be part of this amazing team. This
school year 2020-2021, I will be working with the eighth graders. This will be my 31 st year in education and I have
enjoyed the journey. I have a Bachelors in Education from the University of the West Indies and a Master’s in Education/ School Counseling from University of South Florida. This is my thirteenth year in Hillsborough County Public
Schools and my second year at Shields Middle School. I am passionate about working with the entire school community and I anticipate working with you in the very near future.
My contact is Mary.Brown-Joseph@sdhc.k12.fl.us or 954 695 5575. .

8th Grade Guidance Counselor Twilia Ambers~Bio Coming Soon!

7th Grade Guidance Counselor & HCPS Guidance Counselor of the Year!
Hi everyone! Welcome to the new school year! I am Ms. Gerbec and this will be my 4th year at Shields. This
year I am looking forward to working with the 7th graders. I’m from Philadelphia, and obtained my BA in Psychology and MS in School Counseling. Can’t wait to see you all soon! You can reach me at
chloe.gerbec@sdhc.k12.fl.us or (813) 485-4283 if you need anything.
.

6th Grade Guidance Counselor ~Bio Coming Soon!
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~We Are ALL In This Together~
Student Support Services
Migrant Advocates
Migrant Education Program Shields Team is made up of two Certified Teachers: Silvia Valdovinos and Marisol Montoya.
Mrs. Valdovinos has been with Hillsborough County Schools 14 years and Mrs. Montoya 20 years. The Migrant Education
Program (MEP) works with students and families who migrate out of the county or state within a 3 year cycle due to economic hardship in search of employment in agriculture. When tomatoes, strawberry, or bell pepper(etc.) season is over in
our area and work ceases, families will pick and travel up north in search of work for the next seasonal crop. It is very common for these
students to migrate before the school year is over or arrive late to Shields MS. This vulnerable population are at a disadvantage, Mrs.
Montoya and Mrs. Valdovinos are here at Shields MS to help bridge that gap between the MEP students and traditional students. Always happy to help! For more information, please contact the school at (813)672-5338 ext. 400.
El Equipo de Shields del Programa del Migrantes está compuesto por dos Maestras Certificadas: Silvia Valdovinos y Marisol Montoya. La Sra. Valdovinos ha estado en el Condado Escolar de Hillsborough 14 años y la Sra. Montoya 20 años. El
Programa del Migrante (MEP) trabaja con estudiantes y familias que migran fuera del condado o estado dentro de un ciclo
de 3 años debido a dificultades económicas en busca de empleo en la agricultura. Cuando la temporada de tomates, fresas
o pimientos (etc.) termina en nuestra área y el trabajo cesa, las familias recogerán y viajarán hacia el norte en busca de trabajo para la próxima cosecha de temporada. Es muy común que estos estudiantes migren antes de que termine el año escolar o lleguen tarde a Shields MS. Esta población vulnerable está en desventaja, la Sra. Montoya y la Sra. Valdovinos están aquí en Shields
MS para ayudar y poner a corriente a estos estudiantes del MEP. Siempre feliz de ayudar! Para mas informacion, comuniquese a La
escuela al (813) 672-5338 ext. 400.

Parent Liaison ~Mr. Modesto Rodriguez ~Bio Coming Soon
Contact information~modesto.rodriguiez@sdhc.k12.fl.us or (813) 672-5338 ext.

Data Processor~ Mrs. Vargas
Requesting School Records~ Receive/sent school records
Registration~ Report card Information~ Withdrawals
Contact information (813) 672-5338 ext 245

Jennifer Tate and Roxanne Vaughn~ Everyone has their own idea what a School Health Nurse really does but the nurses at Shields
Middle School run one of the busiest Health Clinic’s in the county seeing over 500 students monthly. Nurse Vaughn and Nurse Tate
care for students with physical, emotional, and social health problems. They communicate with students and parents to provide the best
care to ensure students have the best opportunity to learn. But this only one part of their job. Annually, they conduct over 600 health
screenings in compliance with state guidelines. They review immunization compliance ensuring students are properly protected against
common childhood diseases. They also work with the school staff ensuring an AED Response Team is fully trained and ready to respond if an emergency should arise. They look out for the welfare of the students and staff alike making Shields Middle School a safe
and healthy place to be. They are also required to complete continuing annual training and to keep an active professional license. They
are a part of a professional team of over 350 nurses county-wide that provide these services to Hillsborough County students. So, it is
not only about the bumps and bruises or the headaches and stomach aches. Nurse Vaughn and Nurse Tate run a busy clinic caring for
all the students of Shields Middle School. Please reach out to us at Roxanne.Vaughn@sdhc.k12.fl.us and Jennifer.tate@sdhc.k12.fl.us.

Cafeteria Manager~ Ms. Angela Thompson and Ms. Kelly Yeatman~ Bios Coming Soon
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Tentative Bell Schedule
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Our Values

