Simmons Career and Exceptional Centers

1202 West Grant Street, Plant City Florida33563
Telephone (813) 707-7430 Fax (813) 707-7435

“Someday is now and that somebody is you!”

Frequently Asked Questions

1) Do you offer the Standard Diploma? Yes. We offerboththe 18 creditand 24 creditdiplomas.

2) Areyou acharter school? No. We are a publicschool. You can find our application on ourwebsite. Comingsoon,
the application will be available through the Choice office.

3) Isittrue that onlybad studentsgo to Simmons? No. Studentsthatcome to Simmons are typically students who
have fallen behind academically but are still working hard towards getting their high school diploma.

4) Do you have attendance requirements? Yes. Attendanceisrequired justlikeany publicschool, and we also have
behaviorand academicexpectations.

5) Do you have sports? No. We do not have sports, but we are continuously working with senior administration on
the possibility of students being able to participate in what would have been their neighborhood school, solongas
the studentisin good behavioral and academicstanding.

6) Are all of your classes on computers? No. We have a two track method of delivering curriculum. One wayisvia
the computerusing Edgenuity, and the second way is “face-to-face” classes like a traditional high school.

7) Are all of your teachers certifiedin the area in which theyare teaching? Yes. If any teacherisout of field, by law,
we are required to notify our parents and families.

8) Do you have a graduation ceremony? How aboutProm? Clubs? Otherstudentactivities? Yes. We have all that
plus Student Government. Our Careerand Technical (CTE) programs are well known throughout the county for

their participationin competitions and producingindustry certifications.

9) Do you followthe same schedule as the traditional high schools? Yes.



10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

What are the studenthours? All studentsgoto school from 8:30 a.m. to 3:25 p.m.

Are there two schools? Yes. Both serve the same purpose, but Simmons Exceptional Centerspecializes with
students with special needs.

Why come to Simmons? We are a smallerschool than any traditional high school. We offer more individualized
attention, more tutoring, and countless ways to ensure that our students are getting the right classes and help
necessary to graduate from school.

Do students wear uniforms? Students are required to wear careerapparel including polo shirts with the Simmons
logo, long pants, and closed-toed shoes.

Can | go to college if | graduate from Simmons? Yes. Many studentsalso choose to enlistin the different branches
of the military. We encourage all of ourstudents to begin their post-secondary careers at Hillsborough Community

College orat one of Hillsborough County PublicSchools Technical Colleges.

Is transportation provided to and from school? Yes. We have a broad attendance boundary and ourstudents
typically come from Armwood, Brandon, Durant, Newsome, Plant City, and Strawberry Crest high schools.

Once | get caught up with all of my credits, can | go back to my neighborhood school? No. There are very very
VERY rare cases where an arrangement like thatis made between the parentand the sending school PRIORto
comingto Simmons. Once you (the student) enroll at Simmons, itis the expectation that the student willgraduate
from Simmons.

What CTE programs are there? Buildingand Construction, Agriculture, Business Technology,and Culinary Arts.

Can we onlydo CTE classes? No because all students work towards their Standard High School Diploma.
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