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The environmental and agriculture Magnet 
students have been working with a Farm Ed 

program. They are using a controlled  
environment grow chamber in the classroom to 

improve their learning experience and  
create the next generation of agriculture  

leaders, and environmentalists.  Our school ac-
quired these with a grant from the DOE,  

Florida Department of Education.  

Mrs. Tamargo, Magnet Lead & Ms. Guiterrez, Agriculture Teacher 
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Summer Reading 
myON  

challenge  
winner! 

Congratulations 
Yaretzi! She won a 

FREE laptop! 

Yaretzi 

Sanchez-

Gomez 
Log onto  
myON Sept. 
1st for the 
challenge! 

Students have completed the  
Media Center Orientation to 

learn the procedures and rules 
within the Dowdell Media Center. 
Students are limited to 3 books 

per check out at a time with only 
one book from a series at once. 

All lost or damaged library  
books are $5.   

Mrs. Hawley,  Media Specialist 

Book Fair will be September 16-20th in the 
Media Center and will be open on confer-
ence night. Set up your student's ewallet 

and preview what will be sold here : 

 https://www.scholastic.com/bf/
dowdellmiddleschool1 

Beginning September 1st, all Dowdell students can start logging 
their reading in Beanstack to earn badges and be entered to win 
a Barnes and Noble gift card in our first reading challenge of the 
school year. Our goal is for EVERY Dowdell student to develop a 
reading habit of at least 15 minutes a day. For more information, 
check out the Beanstack tutorial on the Programs and Sign Ups 
page of the Media Center Canvas page.   

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com%2Fbf%2Fdowdellmiddleschool1&data=05%7C02%7Cstacey.schlarbaum%40hcps.net%7Cd9c2f5e14f1c4b2c297d08dcc5fbd9a7%7C10a8fdf9c2ff4e0d9c191fe2c188164a%7C0%7C0%7C638602932688567207%7CU
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com%2Fbf%2Fdowdellmiddleschool1&data=05%7C02%7Cstacey.schlarbaum%40hcps.net%7Cd9c2f5e14f1c4b2c297d08dcc5fbd9a7%7C10a8fdf9c2ff4e0d9c191fe2c188164a%7C0%7C0%7C638602932688567207%7CU
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We have been busy in Language Arts. Our 
students have already started their first 
readings.  

 Mr. Lewis's sixth graders started  
        reading the short story “Eleven.”  

 Mrs. Bunting and Mrs. Allen Jone's 
sixth graders started with an excerpt 
from the historical fiction novel  

       entitled Roll of Thunder Hear My  
       Cry.  

 Mr. Robinson’s and Ms. Reynold’s  
seventh grade students started with 
the short story, “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi”, 
and their eighth graders began with 
the essay “Let 'em Play God.”  
 

Ask your student what they thought  
about their first readings!  

First Round of FAST Testing 
This will let your student's teachers know 
what standards for the new grade level 
they are already strong in so that they 

can personalize instruction.  
  

• Reading - Thursday, August 29th 
• Math - Wednesday, September 4th 

Mr. Wilson, Science SAL 

 6th grade Science is kicking off the year 
learning about the different spheres of the 
Earth: Geosphere, Hydrosphere, Cryosphere,  

     Atmosphere and Biosphere. 
 7th grade Science has started learning about 

the classification of different living things by 
using the Linnean Hierarchy: Life, Domain, 
Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, 
and Species. 

 8th grade Science has begun to learn about 
Forces and Motion, identifying If the force is 
either Contact or Non-contact: Electrostatic, 
Magnetic, Air Resistance, Friction, Gravitation-
al, Applied, and Normal Forces. 

 IAPS is investigating how to handle and  
dispose of hazardous waste by conducting lab 
activities to learn the procedures to start to 
identify mixtures of substances. Corrosive, 
Flammable, Toxic substances, and the Safety 
precautions and what you need to wear (PPE) 
personal protective equipment such as gloves, 
glasses, and proper hygiene requirements. 

Mrs. Johnson, Literacy Coach 

Preparing your child for the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) can be a smooth 

process with the right strategies. Here are some tips to help your child feel confident & ready: 
 

• Understand the Test Format: Familiarize yourself and your child with the types  

  of questions and the format of the FAST assessments. This can help reduce  

  anxiety and improve performance. 

• Use Practice Materials: Utilize online practice tests and sample questions. These  

     resources can help your child get comfortable with the test format and types of questions. 

• Daily Reading and Math Practice: Encourage daily reading and math activities. Reading 

aloud together for at least 15 minutes a day and engaging in  

     math-related activities like counting and sorting can be very beneficial. 

• Create a Study Schedule: Establish a regular study routine that includes breaks.  

     Consistent, short study sessions are often more effective than cramming. 

• Encourage a Positive Attitude: Help your child stay positive and confident. Praise their 

efforts and progress, and remind them that it’s okay to make mistakes and learn from 

them. 

• Healthy Lifestyle: Ensure your child gets enough sleep, eats nutritious meals,  

     and stays hydrated. A healthy body supports a healthy mind2. 

• Simulate Test Conditions: Practice under test-like conditions to help your child get used to 

the environment. This includes timing practice tests and minimizing distractions. 
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Grading Period Grades Due for PRs PRs Distributed in HR Conference Night End of Grading Period Report Cards Avail-
able  Online 

1st Grading Period Tues., September 10, 2024 Thurs., September 12, 2024 Thurs., September 19, 2024 Friday, October 11, 2024 October 30, 2024 

2nd Grading Period 
(End of 1st  Sem.) 

Tues., November 12, 2024 Thurs., November 14, 2024 Thurs., November 21, 2024 Friday, December 20, 
2024 

January 23, 2025 

3rd Grading Period Tues., February 4, 2025 Thurs., February 6, 2025 Thurs., February 13, 2025 Friday, March 14, 2025 April 9, 2025 

4th Grading Period 
(End of 2nd Sem.) 

Tues., April 22, 2025 Thurs., April 24, 2025 Thurs., May 1, 2025 Friday, May 30, 2025 June 11, 2025 

                                                  DMMS Progress Reports & Conference Nights - 4:30 PM  to 7:00 PM 

Dress for Success Vístete para el éxito

Período de calificación Fecha límite para califi-
caciones de progreso 
académico 

Entrega de Reporte Aca-
démico en salón hogar 

Noche de conferencia Fin del período de califi-
cación 

Boletines de califi-
caciones disponi-
bles en línea 

1er Período de Califi-
cación 

martes, 10 de septiembre 
de 2024 

jueves, 12 de septiembre 
de 2024 

jueves, 19 de septiembre 
de 2024 

viernes, 11 de octubre de 
2024 

30 de octubre de 
2024 

2º Período de Calificación 
(Fin de la 1ª Sem.) 

martes, 12 de noviembre 
de 2024 

jueves, 14 de noviembre de 
2024 

jueves, 21 de noviembre de 
2024 

viernes, 20 de diciembre 
de 2024 

23 de enero de 2025 

3er Período de Califi-
cación 

martes, 4 de febrero de 
2025 

jueves, 6 de febrero de 
2025 

jueves, 13 de febrero de 
2025 

viernes, marzo 14, 2025 9 de abril de 2025 

4º Período de Calificación 
(Fin de la 2ª Sem.) 

martes, 22 de abril de 
2025 

jueves, 24 de abril de 2025 jueves, 1 de mayo de 2025 viernes, mayo 30, 2025 11 de junio de 2025 

Información de progreso académico y noches de conferencia de Dowdell:      de 4:30 p.m. a 7:00 p.m. 



 6 

 

Reunión de Título 1 

Profesión Llamando a todos  

los padres/tutores 

Mrs. Sabina,  RTI Lead Mr. Anthony, School Counselor 

5 PM 

Title 1  Meeting 
 

 
September 19th during  

Conference Night 
 

El 19 de septiembre durante  
Noche de conferencia 

Thank you to the  

Truth Center Church for  

donating sneakers to give 

 to students at DMMS! 

Mrs. Robinson, Student Success Coach 
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SNACK CART  
• Chips, drinks & snacks  
• Sold @ dismissal 
• Items $1 

 

PTA General Meeting  
• 4 PM  
• Media Center 

 

Spirit Night Fundraiser  
•  Jeremiah’s Italian Ice 
• 12 PM to Close 
• 825 E Bloomingdale Ave. 

 

Ice Cream Cart 
• Ice cream treats 
• Sold @ dismissal 
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Stacey Schlarbaum - Principal 

Maria Jacobs - APC (curriculum)  
       (Grade 6 & Grade 7 Last Names A-L) 

Pamela McNair - APA (transportation, safety)  
          (Grade 8 & Grade 7 Last Names M-Z) 

Deputy Ryan Zarbo - School Resource Deputy 
Sarah Courson - School Counselor  

       (Grade 6 & Grade 7 Last Name A-L) 
Everett Anthony - School Counselor  

       (Grade 8 & Grade 7 Last Names M-Z) 
June Robinson - Student Success Coach 

Kristin Sabina - RTI Lead 
 Vacant - ESE Specialist 

Stephanie Tamargo - Magnet Lead 
Elizabeth Hawley - Media Specialist 

Deana Mastropietro - School Social Worker 
Jennifer Berger - School Psychologist 
Lauren Spero - 6th Grade Team Leader 

Quadaryl Woods - 7th Grade Team Leader 
Codie Reynolds - 8th Grade Team Leader 

Nikole Johnson - Literacy Coach 
Michael DeDecker - Math SAL 
Steven Wilson - Science SAL 

Timothy Makovec - Elective Lead 
Tina Johnson - Student Nutrition Services 
Idelsa Martinez Lorenzo - Head Custodian 

NO CELL PHONES 

Cell phones must be stowed 
away in a purse or backpack 
and turned OFF during the 

school day. (From the ENTRY to-
campus to the EXIT of campus.) 
Call the office if you need to 

speak to your child.  
 

NO TELÉFONOS CELULARES 
Los teléfonos celulares deben 

guardarse en un bolso o mochila 
y apagarse durante el día esco-
lar (desde la entrada al campus 

hasta la salida del campus). 
Llame a la oficina si necesita 

hablar con su hijos. 
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• Individually wrapped chips, Takis, cookies, or candy 
• Fun school supplies like erasers, fancy pens or pencils, decorated 

notebooks or folders 
• Fun female items like hair accessories, nail accessories, & makeup 

items 
• Fun male items like trading cards, NFL/NBA accessories 
• Arts & Craft kits 
• Sports items like footballs, basketballs, or soccer balls of any size 
• Stuffed animals & Squishmallows 

Contact Codie.Reynolds@hcps.net for questions or drop off items in  
the main office! 

Nurse Maylene, RN 
Nurse Krystal, LPN 
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It is important your student comes to school EVERY DAY and  ON-TIME! 
Please limit student sign outs to emergencies only. EVERY class counts! We 
all teach literacy! 

¡Es importante que su estudiante venga a la escuela TODOS LOS DÍAS y A 
TIEMPO! Por favor, limite las salidas de escela temprano de los estudiantes 
solo si es emergencias. ¡CADA clase cuenta! ¡Todos enseñamos a leer y 
escribir! 

Ms. Mastropietro, School Social Worker 


