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Attendance Tips 
• Starting in preschool and kindergarten, too many ab-

sences can cause children to fall behind in school. 

• Missing 10%, or about 2 days each month over the 
course of a school year, can make it harder to learn to 
read. 

• Students can still fall behind if they miss just 1 or 2 
days every few weeks. 

• Being late to school may lead to poor attendance. 

• Absences and tardiness can affect the whole classroom 
if the teacher has to slow down learning to help chil-
dren catch up 

Conference Night— October 30 
     We know the positive impact on student achievement 
when parents, children and teachers have the opportunity 
to engage in discussion around student learning. Mark 
your calendar now.  Conference Night begins at 3:00 and 
runs until 6:30. p.m.  If you would like a conference with 
your child’s teacher, contact them to schedule an appoint-
ment.  All of us are looking forward to seeing you and 
your family here on Wednesday, October 30. 

 

 

     Emergency Care Help Organization E.C.H.O. is a local organization that 
serves over 16,000 area residents, half of whom are children.  ECHO is there 
for you if you are in need of help.  Contact our Social Worker, Mrs. Givan, or 
contact ECHO directly at 813-685-0935. 

     This organization relies upon donations of food items to fulfill their mis-
sion.  If you are able to help with donations, it would be greatly appreciated.  
The following is a list of items that are always needed:  peanut butter, 
jelly, spaghetti sauce, dry potatoes, mac & cheese, cereal, grits and oat-
meal (No items in glass containers please.).   

      Collections will run Monday, October 28 thru Friday, November 8.   

ECHO of Brandon, 507 North Parsons Ave. 

813-685-0935 

Congratulations! 
     Our staff had an opportunity to nominate their peers 
for one of the following honors:  Teacher of the Year, 
Ida S. Baker Distinguished Teacher of the Year and 
Instructional Support Employee of the Year.  Please 
join the staff in congratulating the 
2024-2025 honored employees. 

 

Teacher of the Year         

Katie Thomas 

 

 

Isa S. Baker Award 

Angela Oser 

 

 

Instructional Support  Employee 

Of the Year 

Dasimer Ruiz 

School Calendar Changes 

      Due to schools being closed 

for Hurricane Helena and Mil-

ton there have been revisions 

to the school calendar. The up-

dated calendar is included with 

this newsletter. 



Page 2 Yates Elementary School 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

BUCS Raise the 

Flag 

9 

10 11 

Non-Student Day 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 

SAC Meeting 

19 20 21 22 

Great American 

Teach-In 

23 

 

 

Cell Phone Policy 

Raise the Flag! 
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers would like to “Raise the Flags” together with students 
across Tampa Bay by encouraging everyone to wear Bucs shirt or Bucs colors (red and 
pewter) the Friday before home games.  Look for the Bucs Flag flying in front of the 
school on these Fridays! 

November 8   December 6 

Great American Teach-In 
November 22, 2024 

If you are interested in participating, 
we would love to hear about your job, 

career or hobby! 

Please see the form on the next page 
for more information. 

Terrific 

Kids                                                                        

We are proud to partner with the Kiwanis Club of Brandon as we 

honor students of outstanding character.  Our focus for August/

September was Responsibility.  Congratulations to the following 

students! 

Jade Wodall 

Jesse Brown 

Rolando Loza 

Alyahnis Almodovar 

Leelu McIntosh 

Allyson Gonzalez Torres  

Leonnel Ponce 

Luke Santana 

Amen Tewodros 

Kasey Armstrong 

Mikeishly Suarez 

Brielle Britt 

Caiden Selleck 

Leira Tamayo Garcia 

Derelyz Almadovar 

Rivera 

Maximus Ellison 

Noah Creel  

Arelys Castanos 

Salvador Bustamante 

Coralina McGinnis 

Noeliz Rivera 

Kimberly Storm 

Paxtin Pinner 

Julian Cook 

Richard Grauman 

Emanuel Pizarro Quinones 

Daniela Tamayo 

Yuna Ziegler 

Tian Thomas 

     Over the summer the school board 
adopted a cell phone policy prohibiting 
elementary school students from having 
their phone visible during the school 
day.   If you allow your child to bring a 
phone to school, please note that it must 
be out of site at all times.  If this policy 
is not followed, the phone will be taken 
and turned into the office for parent 
pickup.  





Great American Teach In 

Friday, November 22nd from 7:40am to 1:30pm. 

Parents, community members, and friends of Yates Elementary School, we will be having our annual 

Great American Teach-In, on Friday, November 22, 2024. We are looking for volunteers to present in the 

classroom, either for a few hours or all day, in our community-wide effort to increase our students’ 

knowledge about careers for their future.  

 

Teaching experience is not needed, just enthusiasm and a desire to share your career and experiences 

with our students. Throughout this experience, we hope you carry some key messages into our class-

rooms, including the importance of staying in school and the value of each individual student. 

 

The Great American Teach-In is a perfect opportunity for parents, business leaders, and community 

members to help our students explore the wide variety of career choices they can choose for their fu-

ture. With all being said, we would love to have you speak to our students on November 22, 2024, about 

your experiences in your career field! 

 

If you are interested in speaking, please sign this form and have your child 
return to Ms.Thomas or email the information to katie.thomas@hcps.net by 

November 12th! 

_______ Yes, I would like to be a speaker at the Great American Teach In. 

 

Name of speaker: ____________________________________ 

Child from Yates Elementary: ___________________________ 

Relation to child: _____________________________________ 

Childs Homeroom Teacher: _______________________________ 

Job/Career/Hobby that you will share: ______________________ 

Preferred time to come: ______________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________________ 

If you have any questions, please e-mail our Parent Engagement chair Mrs. Thomas at 

katie.thomas@hcps.net 

mailto:katie.thomas@hcps.net

