
H.B. PLANT HIGH SCHOOL
REQUIRED SUMMER READING 

FOR 2023-2024
       When the downtrodden   
        animals of Manor Farm    
       overthrow their master,    
       Mr Jones, and take over 
              the farm themselves, they 
imagine it is the beginning of a life of 
freedom and equality. But gradually a 
cunning, ruthless elite among them, 
masterminded by the pigs Napoleon 
and Snowball, starts to take control. 
Soon the other animals discover that 
ththey are not all as equal as they 
thought and find themselves hopelessly 
ensnared as one form of tyranny is 
replaced with another. Orwell's chilling 
'fairy story' is a timeless and 
devastating satire of idealism 
betrayed by power and corruption.

       Night is an unmistakably   
       autobiographical account   
       of the author's own grue   
       some experiences in Nazi   
       Germany's death camps. 
Told through the eyes of 14-year-old 
Eliezer, the tragic fate of the Jews from 
the little tthe little town of Sighet unfolds with a 
heart-wrenching inevitability. Even as 
they are stuffed into cattle cars bound 
for Auschwitz, the townspeople refuse 
to believe rumors of anti-Semitic 
atrocities. Not until they are marched 
toward the blazing crematory at the 
camp's "reception center" does the 
terrible truth sink in.

       Laborers in California's   
       dusty vegetable fields   
       hustle work when they   
        can, living a           
       hand-to-mouth existence. 
But George and Lennie have a plan: to 
own an acre of land and a shack they 
can call their can call their own. When they land jobs 
on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the 
fulfillment of their dream seems to be 
within their grasp. But even George 
cannot guard Lennie from the 
provocations of a flirtatious woman, 
nor predict the consequences of 
Lennie's unswerving obedience to the 
things George taught him.

       John F. Kennedy said of    
       Robert Frost: "He has 
       bequeathed his nation a 
       body of imperishable    
       verse from which 
Americans will forever gain joy and 
understandinunderstanding." A four-time winner of 
the Pulitzer Prize for poetry, Frost 
created a new poetic language that 
has a deep and timeless resonance. 
There are many different editions of 
Selected Poems of Robert Frost and all 
will give students a look into the 
writerwriter’s style and choices. 

      Born to survivalists in the     
      mountains of Idaho, Tara    
      Westover was 17 the first 
      time she set foot in a 
            classroom. Her family was so 
isolated from mainstream society that 
there was no one to ensure the children 
received an education and no one to 
inteintervene when one of Tara’s older 
brothers became violent. When another 
brother got himself into college, Tara 
decided to try a new kind of life. Her 
quest for knowledge transformed her, 
taking her over oceans and across 
continents, to Harvard and to 
CambridCambridge University. Only then 
would she wonder if she’d traveled too 
far and if there was still a way home.

    Born a generation apart and with 
    very different ideas about love 
    and family, Mariam and Laila are 
    two women brought jarringly 
        together by war, by loss and by 
fate. As they endure the ever-escalating 
dangers around them-in their home as 
well as in the streets of Kabul-they come 
to form a bond that makes them both 
sisters and mothesisters and mother-daughter to each other, 
and that will ultimately alter the course 
not just of their own lives but of the next 
generation. With heart-wrenching power 
and suspense, Hosseini shows how a 
woman's love for her family can move her 
to shocking and heroic acts of 
self-sacrificself-sacrifice, and that in the end it is love, 
or even the memory of love, that is often 
the key to survival.

Visit plant.mysdhc.org or the class canvas pages for more information.
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Animal Farm 
by George 
Orwell

Of Mice and 
Men by John 
Steinbeck

Night
by Elie 
Wiesel

Selected 
Poems of 
Robert Frost

Educated 
by Tara 
Westover

A Thousand 
Splendid Suns 
by Khaled 
Hosseini


